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FEATURES
IAJGS CONFERENCE 2022

DANI HASKI

With the ravages of Covid 19 still swirling around the world, the 42nd IAJGS
conference was yet again a virtual affair. Hosted by IAJGS and the Jewish
Genealogical and Archival Society of Greater Philadelphia, sessions covered the
full gamut of genealogical interests. More than 800 people from 17 countries
attended.
The 2022 IAJGS Achievement awards
Philadelphian Harry Boonin, received the Lifetime Achievement Award for
more than four decades of leadership, scholarship and mentorship.
In 1979, Harry founded what is today known as the Jewish
Genealogical & Archival Society of Greater Philadelphia. A selftaught historian, he has authored a prolific body of scholarship
in genealogy and history, including four books and almost 250
journal articles.
Bostonian David Rosen was named ‘Nolan Altman Volunteer of the Year’
For more than ten years, David has been the volunteer
coordinator of the JGS of Greater Boston's Memorial Plaques
Project. Additionally, his greatest contribution to the Boston
area and beyond are the mountains of records he has
transcribed and indexed – without fanfare.
ZichronNote, from San Francisco Bay Area and Morasha, from Illinois, were jointly
awarded Outstanding Publication (the award Kosher Koala received at last
year's event).
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Jean-Pierre Stroweis, from IGRA in Jerusalem,
received the award for Outstanding Resource, for
his work creating an Online Memorial to the Jews
deported from France. This is a free, bilingual
database of 80,000 Holocaust victims who were
deported from France or murdered there.
In announcing the award, Sandra Golden, Publicity
Chair, IAJGS, described Jean-Pierre Stroweis' efforts
to bring this project to fruition:
“For the past 7 years, he has been working
tirelessly to not only convert Serge
Klarsfeld!s Memorial books into a
searchable tool, but also to correct errors
and add missing details based on his own
research. His database links each victim!s

Jews deported from Marseilles in 1943
Bundesarchiv, Bild 101I-027-1477-07 /
Vennemann, Wolfgang / CC-BY-SA 3.0

name to other websites containing
additional information pertaining to that
individual, making it easier for researchers to find a victim in a
range of sources via a single search.”
You can search the Memorial at: https://stevemorse.org/france.

The Future of Jewish Genealogy
During one conference session Stanley Diamond described this scenario:
Imagine you're walking through a marketplace... in a 19th
Century shtetl in Lithuania. A person approaches you and
introduces themselves. They are your three times greatgrandparent. They take you on a tour of their world and tell
their story.
In a presentation The Emerging New Era of Jewish Genealogy, Diamond, Marlise
Humphrey and Sallyann Sack-Pikus, three giants of the Jewish Genealogy universe,
described some of the new technologies being trialled for records management,
research and visualisation, and the implications of these technologies for future
research and application.
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AI, Machine Learning and Big Data
Advances in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learning have exploded in the
last few years. Technologies, such as natural language processing, have resulted in
robot chat bots being deployed on almost every relevant website. These systems are
poised to be useful to archivists, by doing labor intensive jobs such as indexing large
collections of documents and making media, such as audio and video oral histories,
word searchable by creating annotated transcriptions.
Big Data is already connecting disparate data points in MyHeritage's Theory of
Family Relativity feature on its DNA Platform. Crucially, it works properly only
with high quality data. If there are errors, for example – if inaccurate data are
included in family trees on the platform – it will skew the results. I guess that's one
reason MyHeritage calls them “Theories”.
Here's a concrete example of how bad data can create repeated errors:
My four-times great-grandfather was Schmuel Israel. His wife was Sarah Marcus,
also documented as Dore. Schmuel and Dore lived in Gollub, then Prussia, in the
late 18th/early 19th century. Their daughter, Minna/Amelia, born 7 October 1816,
married Itzig [ben] David. Minna came to Australia with her daughter and son-inlaw in the mid-1860s. I have information from her death certificate. I also have a
record from Register of the Jewish families in Golub 1829, sign.128 – scan/:
The Israel family had lived in Golub since 1813:
• Schmul Israel, tailor, born 5 Jul 1790;
• his wife Dore1 Marcus born 4 Mar 1791; and
• 2 daughters born in Golub: Minna, born 7 Oct 1816 and Anna, born 14 Jul 1826.
The problems occur in online trees which
have connected Minna Davis née Israel
to a different Shmuel and Sarah Israel as
her parents - Shmuel Israel b 1790 in
Spittalfields and Sarah Phineas Marcus
b. 1791 in Whitechapel.
This error has been seeded into the data stream, bringing up erroneous matches.
Despite several times contacting the administrator of the account containing the
incorrect data, I have been unable to have the record corrected.
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She is named as Sarah on her daughter’s death certificate
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Organisational Improvements: L'Dor V'Dor, DoJR & JCAT
As researchers we're used to being detectives, following breadcrumbs through time
and space to find elusive records in far-flung archives. Over time, organisations
such as JewishGen, JRI-Poland and FamilySearch, and commercial entities like
Ancestry and MyHeritage, began to invest in indexing and aggregating digital
collections, giving us veritable ‘one stop shops’ for specific record collections.
Today, thanks to these efforts, billions of records have been digitised, indexed and
made available online; some free – some, sadly, behind paywalls. Despite this
advance, there has never been a standardised organisational structure or a
centralised resource for researchers to consult in order to give direction for those
searches.
That is all about to change. The L'Dor V'Dor Foundation - a Hebrew phrase that
means From Generation to Generation - is an organisation established to support
the development of structures and technology to create standards for record
managements. For the last couple of years, they have been developing JCAT - a
comprehensive catalogue of Jewish Genealogical resources from a huge range of
sources, through the Documentation of Jewish Records (DoJR) program.
The Foundation has assessed that:
only 15% of existing records have been identified — fewer still
are available to be searched. DoJR will discover, and catalogue
in JCat, the 85% unknown records, often hidden-in-plain-sight,
with the majority not labeled Jewish.
JCat will be a freely searchable catalogue available to all –
family history researchers, historians and academics.
AJGS-Vic have been working with the
Foundation, developing systems and
processes to implement JCAT. During
their presentation, which was held in the
early hours of the morning (Melbourne
time), Helen Stein, Helen Gardner, Liz
James and Bubbles Segall gave an
update on their progress.
“The experience gained from this project has contributed to the
creation of the JCat model, methodology, and tools for guiding
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future local surveys. Knowing what is where and the richness
and vulnerability of collections also will help prioritize
digitization and indexing projects for our society and others.”

The AJGS-Vic team — Helen Stein, Helen Gardner, Liz James & Bubbles Segall — present at IAJGS with Bonnie Burns facilitating.

Visualisation: Deep fakes and Virtual Reality
Deep Fake technology allows a virtual simulation to be created of a person using a
photograph digitally mapped over an animated avatar. While the fear that Deep
Fake technology will be used to create fake videos of famous people saying
incendiary things is already manifesting, MyHeritage has rolled out a tool in their
Photos Suite which utilises Deep Fake technology to animate photos of people in
your own photos. The technology maps a photo of a person - ideally head and
shoulders - onto a moving male or female face, animating it to smile, dance, kiss
and even wink, amongst other short sequences. While it is hardly realistic, it is
compelling to see a still image come to life, even for a brief moment.
MyHeritage Deep Story goes a step further by animating the photo, compiling your
data into a narrative and simulating a voice for your ancestor to tell you their own
story. You can then edit the story to add or remove specific details.
And then we have the potential of Virtual Reality, represented today by the
Metaverse - a virtual world first described by Science Fiction novelist Neal
Stephenson in his 1992 novel Snow Crash, now co-opted by Meta, the parent
company of FaceBook.
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During his presentation, Stanley Diamond described a scenario where you could
enter the Metaverse, immerse yourself in the landscape of the past and interact with
your ancestor as they tell you their story. Simulations like this are already available
in virtual games and investors have, to date, staked more than $500 million in
property sales inside the Metaverse. In a report in April, Citibank said it expected
the Metaverse "opportunity" to be worth between 8 and 13 trillion US Dollars a year
by 2030.
We already have 3D artists in Australia rebuilding lost locations - including Zac Levi
who, in association with The Great Synagogue, has reconstructed York Street
Synagogue in 3D. York Street was consecrated on 2 April 1844 and served the
community for 35 years.
While the genealogical world has been relatively slow to capitalise on digital
opportunities, companies such as FamilySearch, MyHeritage and Ancestry are now
investing heavily in this space, taking full advantage of their scale and global reach.
No doubt, very clever people are developing the algorithms needed to take us back
in time, to virtually walk the streets of shtetlach lost to the vicissitudes of history,
alongside avatars of our ancestors. I expect that developments in the next two
decades might make the advancements of the last two pale by comparison.
Views of York Street Synagogue recreated in 3D by Zac Levi Image courtesy of Zac Levi and Jana Vytrhlik
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ALOHA AVOTAYNU

DANI HASKI

In July, Gary Mokotoff, a giant of Jewish Genealogy, in the last edition of his
seminal email newsletter Nu? What's New?, stated the following:
After 37 years, Avotaynu Inc is closing its doors. The Winter
issue of its journal, AVOTAYNU, will be the last edition.
It's hard to overstate the loss of this periodical.
Published by Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann Amdur SackPikus since 1985, Avotaynu has been a ‘go-to’
publication for any researcher.
The associated publishing company, Avotaynu Inc,
publishes some of the most important guides and
reference books, many authored by Gary himself. They

The nal issue of Avotaynu

include the award-winning Where Once We Walked, a
comprehensive gazette of more than 23,500 towns
where Jews lived in Central and Eastern Europe before
the Holocaust. Last year, in anticipation of retirement,
Avotaynu Inc was sold and will continue to operate.

Gary contracted Covid at the beginning of this year. Sadly, it hit him hard and he
was forced to discontinue his regular update of news and events, Nu? What’s New?
(an extremely useful resource for this magazine).
Gary Mokotoff came to genealogy while pursuing a successful career in IT. He was
responsible for developing some of the earliest genealogical data-bases, including
the Jewish Genealogical Family Finder (now
called JewishGen Family Finder), a database used
to connect people researching the same surnames
and localities with each other.
Recognising that there were innumerable spelling
variants of Eastern European Jewish surnames,
even though they sounded similar, Gary
collaborated with Randy Daitch to create the
Daitch–Mokotoff Soundex, a “phonetic
algorithm… designed to allow greater accuracy in
matching of Slavic and Yiddish surnames with
similar pronunciation but differences in spelling”

fi
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He was instrumental in the establishment of IAJGS - the International Association
of Jewish Genealogical Societies - and was a board member of the US Federation of
Genealogical Societies (FGS) and the Association of Professional Genealogists.
SallyAnn is in the process of planning new, online channels for Avotaynu content.
Avotaynu Online hosts a treasure trove of articles covering a large array of subjects
including DNA projects, Sephardi and Mizrachi genealogy and case studies.
Kosher Koala and AJGS wish Gary all the best and hope that he recovers to enjoy a
well-earned retirement.

VALE QUEEN ELIZABETH II

DANI HASKI

Queen Elizabeth II died on 8 September 2022, aged 96. When she was born,
Princess Elizabeth was not directly in line to ascend the throne. But. in 1936, when
her uncle, Edward VIII (sympathetic towards Hitler prior to World War II)
abdicated to marry the twice-divorced American, Wallis Simpson, Elizabeth's
father, Albert Frederick Arthur George, The Duke of York, became King George VI,
placing the young princess next in line to the throne. George VI died unexpectedly
in 1952.
Not long after her ascension to the throne, the young Elizabeth II met Jewish
communal leaders, including the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain and the
Commonwealth, Israel Brodie (who coincidentally served as the Rabbi of
Melbourne Hebrew Congregation in Australia from 1923 to 1937 and was influential
in establishing the Zionist Federation of Australia in 1927).
She was patron of the Holocaust Memorial Trust in the UK and hosted a gathering
of Holocaust survivors at St James!s Palace on the 60th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz, breaking with Royal protocol to sit and talk with survivors
beyond the allocated time period. A viral Facebook post quoted Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks, who was present at the event:
When the time came for her to leave, she stayed. And stayed.
One of her attendants said that he had never known her to
linger so long after her scheduled departure. She gave each
survivor - it was a large group - her focused, unhurried
attention. She stood with each until they had finished telling
their personal story.
The same post also mentioned that she engaged Rabbi Jacob Snowman (1871-1959),
a highly regarded, Orthodox mohel, to circumcise her son Prince Charles
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Much has been written about Her Majesty's character and steadfastness since her
passing, so here are some interesting facts about her genealogy. Royal Families
around the world share a distinctive trait with Jewish communities: the prevalence
of endogamy - the practice of marrying within a specific social group, religious
denomination, caste, or ethnic group.
Elizabeth and Phillip share a great-great-grandmother, Queen Victoria, with
Elizabeth being descended from Victoria’s son, King Edward VII, and Philip from
Victoria’s daughter, Princess Alice. They also shared ancestry with King Christian
IX of Denmark. Elizabeth is his great great grand-daughter and Philip is his great
grandson.
Here’s a chart to illustrate the relationships.
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King Charles III is connected to several European royal families. He is 2nd cousin
once removed (2C1R) of Felipe VI of Spain and Harald V of Norway, 3rd cousin of
(3C) with Margrethe II of Denmark, Philippe of Belgium (1R), Henri of Luxembourg
(1R) and Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden(1R); and 5th cousin (5C) of Willem-Alexander
of the Netherlands, Hans-Adam II of Liechtenstein and Albert II of Monaco (1R).
While royal lineages usually married each other to maintain status, fortunes and
property rights, endogamy in Jewish communities was usually a way to maintain
community cohesion and tradition. It does, however, lead to challenges when trying
to interpret DNA results. You might share DNA with others in your endogamous
community – not because you share a single recent common ancestor, but because
you likely share multiple more distant common ancestors – just like the British
Royal Family!

Queen Elizabeth II was the longest reigning
monarch in the British royal family - sitting on the
throne for 70 years and 214 days. Elizabeth was not
the longest reigning monarch overall. That honour
goes to Louis XIV of France who beat her by 1 year
260 days, reigning for 72 years, 110 days.
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NEWS
CHANGE IS AFOOT AT AJGS-VIC
AJGS-Vic has had a major change of leadership with President Allan
Jankie and secretary, Bubbles Segall stepping down after 13 and 7
years respectively.
In a Facebook post, Liz James lauded their work, saying:
It seems inconceivable for both of them not to remain at the
helm, their enthusiasm and devotion to the Society, their work
with the committee and the members made genealogical
research an exciting and richer experience for all of us. Our
membership continues to increase, our meetings attract local,
interstate and overseas members and over the last few years we
have participated in many rewarding projects all due to the
unflagging spirit of the role that Allan, Bubbles and the
executive of the AJGS Vic. have exemplified.
Congratulations to the newly elected Co-Presidents Rodney Eisfelder and Bernie
Kuran.

MORE AUSSIE JEWISH PUBLICATIONS ONLINE AT TROVE
More than 20,000 pages of additional content have been
added to the Jewish newspaper collection on Trove.
New titles include:
• Australian Jewish Herald – Jan. 6, 1956 to Aug.2, 1968 – 11,303 pages
- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/title/1696
• Jewish Post – Jan. 27, 1949 to May 6, 1966 – 7,247 pages
- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/title/1776
• Australian Jewish Post – May 13, 1966 to Aug. 2, 1968 – 942 pages
- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/title/1777
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• Australian Jewish Forum – Feb. 1, 1941 to May 1, 1949 –
2,882 pages
- https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/title/1779
These additions mark a significant expansion of the Jewish
Newspaper project, a joint venture between the Australian
Jewish Historical Society and the National Library of Australia.

FAMILYSEARCH PERSEVERES IN UKRAINE
The war in Ukraine continues but, after a brief recess, FamilySearch
has resumed their work in conjunction with the State Archive Service
of Ukraine, preserving as many records as they can in Ukrainian
archives.
Vera Miller, author of the Lost Russian Family blog, interviewed Sasha
Sichkarenko, an official representative of FamilySearch in Ukraine, to see how they
were managing this work in the context of the full-blown conflict.
Here are some key excerpts:
Where are FamilySearch staff scanning records now?
Currently, we work in three central archives (TsDIAK, TsDIAL,
and TsDAVO) and five regional ones (Kyiv, Mykolaiv, Poltava,
Khmelnytskyi, Chernivtsi).
What was the situation like... when the war started?
...several operators evacuated, one female operator, who
remained in the city, started work in the Mykolaiv regional
archive. But the same day, a Russian rocket exploded 150
meters from the archive... The blast wave broke all the windows
and partially the frames in the archive. Still, the camerawoman
miraculously remained unharmed because heavy curtains from
the Soviet era hung on the windows, and the glass of the broken
window could not get inside the room.

How challenging has it been to keep staff to scan the records
during the war?
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It was interesting to see how the first fears were quickly
replaced by a strong desire to continue the work and help
preserve our national historical heritage. Therefore, we did not
have to persuade anyone to return to work.
Is scanning in eastern Ukraine and the Crimea expected to be
possible anytime in the near future?
If the vaults of those archives stay intact, we can work there for
sure. ... But we know that Russia is stealing the archival
documents from everywhere it comes...
When asked how long it's going to take to digitise all the Ukrainian archives,
Sichkarenko gave the example of TsDIAK or Central Historical Archives of Ukraine
in Kyiv. Their repository holds over 14 million items of interest, such as documents
and images. He expects it to take five operators at least six years to digitise this
single collection, with the caveat that the archive could add even more images to the
project.
Thankfully, FamilySearch and their volunteer army of archivists are in this for the
long haul.
Read the full interview on the Lost Russian Family blog.

THE MYSTERIOUS CASE OF THE JEWS DOWN THE WELL
In 2004, archeologists excavating a medieval well in the English city
of Norwich discovered the remains of 17 individuals — six adults and
11 children — piled on top of each other. The bones were mixed
together in such a way that archeologists came to believe the bodies
may have been thrown into the well headfirst.
Using carbon dating techniques, the bones were assessed to be the from around the
12th century. In late August this year, a DNA study revealed that these people were
most likely Jewish victims of a pogrom, and that they possessed the earliest
recognisably Ashkenazi genomes sequenced to date.
According to an article in Britain's Jewish Jews, the study revealed:
...the findings are consistent with these people being victims of
a historically recorded antisemitic massacre by local crusaders
and their supporters in Norwich on February 6 1190 AD. …
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recorded by the chronicler Ralph de Diceto in his Imagines
Historiarum II.
The scientists who conducted the DNA analysis were from the Natural History
Museum (London), University College London, Mainz and Cambridge universities,
and the Francis Crick Institute. They examined the remains of six of the individuals
recovered from the site. Three of them were found to be sisters, with a fourth
identified as a close relative. The researchers also believe:
...their study challenges the previous view that disease-related
variants associated with Ashkenazi Jewish populations only
became more common in the past 600 years. The researchers …
found that they carried markers associated with some genetic
disorders for which modern day Ashkenazi Jewish populations
are at higher risk. Genetic disorders particularly common in
certain populations can arise during bottleneck events, where a
rapid reduction of the population can lead to big jumps in the
number of people carrying otherwise rare genetic mutations.
DNA analysis also inferred the physical traits of a zero to threeyear-old boy to include blue eyes and red hair, the latter a
feature associated with historical stereotypes of European Jews.
Research continues on the remains. You can read more about this discovery at
Jewish News UK and phys.org.

An anti-semitic cartoon found in the upper margin of the Exchequer Receipt Roll, Hilary and Easter Terms, 1233.
It depicts prominent Jews from Norwich, Isaac l Jurnet, Mosse Mokke and his wife Abigail, conversing with devils.
The National Archives, London.

fi
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MORE MATZEVOT RECOVERED, RECLAIMED AND RETURNED
Matzevah or masseba (Hebrew: "#$%&'( maṣṣēḇā; "pillar"): a term used
in the Hebrew Bible for a sacred pillar, a type of standing stone. The
term has been adopted by archaeologists for Israelite contexts, seldom
for related cultures, such as the Canaanite and the Nabataean ones. As
a second derived meaning, it is also used for a headstone or tombstone
marking a Jewish grave. (Wikipedia)
During the Holocaust, cemeteries across Europe were pillaged and plundered for
building materials. Headstones, matzevot, were used to pave roads, build retaining
walls and create staircases. Over the last few years, as attitudes have changed with
the generations, many of these stones are being repatriated to whatever remnant of
a Jewish community remains in their locale or used to create memorials to the
communities which have all but disappeared.
Recently, Jewish Heritage Europe reported that:
...Jewish gravestones that were used to construct stairways and
other structures in Vilnius during the Soviet era are being
removed and taken to Jewish cemeteries in the city.
After consulting representatives of the local Jewish community and the Department
of Cultural Heritage, Vilnius City Municipality reported that headstones used to
construct a stairway on Tauro Hill, near the location of the now demolished Trade
Unions headquarters, had been removed and re-located to the sites of former
Jewish cemeteries.
Stones and fragments that had
legible inscriptions were being taken
to the Užupis Jewish cemetery on
Olandų street. Stones with no
inscriptions, it said, would be stored
at the site of the Old Jewish
Cemetery.
The Užupis Jewish cemetery, which
had tens of thousands of burials,
was razed in the 1960s and
essentially used as a quarry for
building material, as were the

The Staircase on Taurus Hill where headstones
were reclaimed; Wikimedia Commons:
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gravestones of the Old Jewish Cemetery, razed in the late 1940s.
Thousands of gravestones and fragments have been recovered
and returned to the Užupis cemetery site in recent years.
The Lithuanian government has been working to recover and return the staircase
matzevot since the 1990s. Some of gravestones used to construct the grand stairway
that led to the Trade Union headquarters were used to construct a memorial at the
Užupis cemetery.
You can read more, in the Times of Israel, about the new monument made from
reclaimed cobblestones, dedicated in Prague in September, and about previous
efforts to reclaim matzevot at Samuel Grubers Jewish Art and Monuments Blog.

DOES YOUR TREE CONTAIN ENDLINGS?
In 1996 Robert M. Webster and Bruce Erickson, from the Christian
City Convalescent Center, wrote to Nature Magazine posing the
following conundrum:
There is a need for a word in taxonomy, and in medical,
genealogical, scientific, biological and other literature, ... to
designate the last person, animal or other species in his/her/its
lineage. An orphan is someone, usually a child, with no living
parents. A foundling is someone, usually an abandoned baby,
with no known parents. We do not have one word to describe
the last person surviving or deceased in a family line, or the last
survivor of a species.
At the end of the letter, they proposed a simple and elegant word: Endling.
Etymologists will recognise the two components for the
derivation of 'endling' end-has several meanings, including
'extinction' and 'finish, concluding part'; -ling is a suffix added
to denote 'connected with the primary noun' but also includes
line and lineage.
Since then, endling has been adopted in scientific circles to denote the last of a
species. When the endling dies, the species in extinct.
So, honour the Endlings in your own family tree and pay them the respect due each
one as the last of their line.
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DIY
HELP! WHAT’S HAPPENED WITH FAMILY TREE MAKER?

BARBARA SIMON

For more than 20 years, I have used Family Tree Maker to keep
my family history records organised and have found it easy to use.
So, imagine my horror when I opened it recently and discovered
that all the relationships to me were now wrong.
It turned out I was no longer the HOME person. But what does
that mean?
When looking up members of my family, all the data was still there but now my
grandmother had become the HOME person.
How do I restore the original settings?
I believed that Family Tree Maker was no longer available. I kept asking people
online if they knew someone who worked with Family Tree Maker to see if I could
get some help. I finally contacted The Society of Australian Genealogists (SAG) to
see if someone there could help. To my amazement, and relief, I found that there is
a Family Tree Maker Special Interest Group (SIG) and that in fact Family Tree
Maker does still exist, now managed by a company called Mackiev who are linked to
ancestry.com.
I spoke to the leader of the SIG, Larry Czarnik, who, in a matter of seconds, was able
to fix my problem.
So, here’s the fix…
Select name with small tree
icon in left column. This is
your current HOME
person. They determine the
relationships between
people in your tree;

NB: Personal details in this image have been blurred to preserve user privacy
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Select Plan in the top left hand side of the menu bar;

Select HOME Person - A drop-down list will appear with all names in your tree;
Select the name of the individual you want to be HOME person.

So simple. What a relief.
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SLEDGEHAMMER
In August, AJGS received an enquiry from Spain:
I am Manuel Montero, from Vic (Barcelona).
For a few years I have been researching
about the International Brigades in the
Spanish Civil War and more specifically
their presence in my city. I have read your
copy of "The Kosher Koala" Volume 11 …
December 2004 where Mr. Bill Wallace
refers to Simon Bulka and Chrissie Wallace
and their time in Spain during the civil war.
AJGS searched the records and found that Bill
Wallace, having joined in 1997, was still a member.
The email continued:

Bill’s 2004 Kosher Koala article
Click on the cover to read the issue

I would like to inform you about the details of Simon and
Chrissie passing through my city in Vic (Barcelona). Simon was
a doctor at an International Brigades Hospital in this city and
Chrissie worked as a nurse there. Chrissie died of typhoid fever
on May 12, 1938 and was buried in the Vic cemetery. Her death
was highly commented, first among the members of the
hospital, health personnel and the brigade members
themselves, as Chrissie was highly esteemed by humanity and
affection with which he treated the wounded. Her funeral
moved the city, as her coffin was carried on the shoulders of the
soldiers from the hospital to the cemetery, with the particularity
that the coffin was open and the people who watched the act
witnessed the beauty of Chrissie.
If you wish to convey this information to Mr. Bill Wallace, I will
be grateful to attend to anything you wish in this regard.
AJGS immediately passed on this information on to Bill. He had waited a long time
to learn the details of his mother’s death.
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After a few more notes from Manuel in Spain, who really wanted a photo of Bill’s
parents, I called Bill directly and we had a wonderful chat. We then connected on
Zoom.
Bill, now 85, continues to work, translating his father’s documents which are
written both in Spanish and French. He assures me that he will be able to write an
interesting book about his father’s life.
Bill told me how he was given away by his birth parents
when he was only a couple of months old. He did not
find this out, however, until he was 15, when he wanted
to join the Navy and needed a birth certificate. It was
only then that the people who had raised him decided it
was time to tell him that they were in fact his Uncle and
Aunt — his mother’s brother and his wife— and that his
birth name was Walter Bulka, not Bill Wallace.
The moral of this story is ‘never give up’: an article in a
2004 issue of Kosher Koala, with a mystery to be solved,
took until 2022 to get an answer - 18 years… a Chai.

Simon and Chrissie Wallace
Paris 1938

The now derelict International Brigades Hospital in Barcelona (Wikimedia Creative commons)

AJGS welcomes enquiries. We have a dedicated group of volunteers willing to help. Write
an article for Kosher Koala and we will happily publish it. Back issues of Kosher Koala is
available to download from our website and on Trove. We also welcome anyone interested
22
in helping others with their research. The results are so deeply satisfying.

CONFERENCES,
CLASSES & COURSES
AJGS AGM
Sunday, 30 October 2022 at 10.00am
The North Shore Synagogue, 15 Treats Road, Lindfield NSW 2070
The AJGS Annual General Meeting will be in person. If you are unable to attend the
meeting in person, you can attend via zoom.
Current members will have received AGM documents via email. If you have not
received an email, please contact secretery@ajgs.org.au. All members are
encouraged to attend.
PLEASE NOTE: Only financial members may vote.

GOULBURN JEWISH CEMETERY - OPEN DAY
Sunday 6 November 2022, 11am-1pm
On site at 109 Long St, Goulburn (Enter Long St via Common St and Cheswick St.)
The public is invited to explore Goulburn Jewish Cemetery, to discover the
fascinating history of those buried there and to learn about plans for preservation.
Goulburn Jewish Cemetery was listed on the NSW State Heritage register in 2022.
There are thirty known burials at the site, with about ten headstones or headstone
fragments visible. A recent survey using Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) located a
number of the unmarked graves and more headstone fragments under the topsoil.
This survey also discovered that the cottage on the block was larger than the current
ruins and revealed the remains of a previously unknown structure near a rear
corner of the cemetery. The GPR work was done by a company called Cold Case,
who have extensive experience in archaeological survey work. The information day
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will include a demonstration of the GPR equipment and an explanation of the
findings.
For further information, contact Gary Luke: - gary@feraltek.id.au
Jewish Cemetery Landscape Plan 1987 - Goulburn Historical Society (used with permission)

THEN & NOW - UNCOVERING FAMILY SECRETS
Sunday 13th November 2022 2:30pm
Speakers: Mark Tedeschi AM, QC, with Dani Haski
Waverley Library, 48 Denison Street, Bondi Junction
Research is the foundational task of genealogy. Mark Tedeschi
AM QC, will share how he painstakingly researched his family’s
connection to the Bal Shem Tov and King David 30 years ago, writing letters to
anyone he thought might help him and physically visiting archives around the
world. Dani Haski will compare and contrast his research methods using modern
online tools, to show how things have, or perhaps have not, changed dramatically
today.
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