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EDITORIAL
Before we realise it, we are halfway through
the year and into winter. Our AGM in March,
after our previous issue went to press, resulted
in the re-election of the previous office-bearers
with two new committee members, Bernie
Freedman and Kim Phillips. Both are expert
genealogists of their own families, as well as

being very competent with computers.
Bernie is looking at the indexing of family
trees which have been deposited with our
Society and with the Australian Jewish
Historical Society in Sydney. When these
indices are complete, genealogists coming to
our workshops will be able to consult them.
Kim is involved with a project which will
make it much easier to access our resources.
As you can see, there are still challenging
tasks available for anyone willing to contribute
their time and skills to our Society. All you
need to do is to volunteer. We will welcome
you with open arms, and you do not

necessarily need to be a computer expert like
Kim or Bernie. Barbara Dickens, one of our
Canberra members, has just prepared for us a

subject, author and name index of all the
Kosher Koala articles published in 1995 in
Volume 2.
Diane Armstrong, speaker at our AGM and
member of the Society, spoke so well and

movingly about some aspects of the story she
told in her book MOSAIC, A Chronicle ofFive
Generations that there was scarcely a dry eye
in the audience when she finished. Those who
missed the AGM really missed a superb talk,
as well as the various reports on our activities
in the past year. My president's report is
reproduced inside this journal.
Our recent speaker, Alan Davies, curator of
photographs at the State Library of N.S.W,
was also superb in a different mode. He
instructed and amused us with his fund of
knowledge about photography and how to

distinguish different periods from its origins to the

( continued Page 10)
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SYDNEYWORKSHOPS 1999

The Society will hold its usual workshops at the
North Shore Synagogue, Lindfield in the Rev Katz
Library on the following Sunday mornings, 9.30 am
to 12.30 pm

July 4 August 1

September 5 October 10
November 14 December 12

The library is occasionally open at other times. If
you would like to be notified when a day or

evening session is planned, please contact 9427-
6075.

Dates of Future International Conferences

New York, New York
19th Annual Conference on Jewish Genealogy

August 8-13, 1999
Email:nyc99conf@aol.com

http://members.aol.com/nyc99conf

London, 2001
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JEWISH HISTORY AND GENEALOGY
IN SWITZERLAND

By René Loeb

Lecture given in Adelaide, South Australia and
Sydney, NSW Australia in October and November,
1998

It is more than just a stone's throw between
Switzerland and where I am now standing before
you, and it is thus with great pleasure that I
received your kind invitation to come and give this
lecture allowing me to tell you something about
research on Jewish family history in Switzerland.

Firstly I want to give you some information about
this small country in the middle of Europe.
Switzerland is surrounded by three large
neighbours, Germany to the north, France to the
west, Italy to the south and Austria and small
Liechtenstein to the east. Switzerland, this small
country in the heart of Europe, has an area of
41,293 square kilometres, a third of this being
mountains, lakes and rivers, and thus uninhabitable.
It has a population of somewhat more than seven
million. There are four official languages in
Switzerland: about 70% speak German, (or rather
one of the several Swiss German dialects), about
25% have French as their mother tongue, about
4.5% Italian, and about 0.5% speak Romantsch. Of
the seven million inhabitants approximately 1.2
million or 17% are foreigners, for example Italians,
Germans, Austrians, Portuguese, Spanish, French,
Yugoslavs, Albanians, Turks, Greeks, Tamils and
Africans. Of course this list is not complete, even
some Australians live here, but the largest
percentages come from the above-named countries.
Switzerland is divided into 26 different cantons,
and each has its own cantonal government. The
number of members in the government varies,
being dependent on the geographical size of the
canton.

In Switzerland there are about 18,000 people of
Jewish faith - this is about 0.25% (one quarter
percent) of the population. About one-third of these
live in or near the city of Zurich. There are four
congregations plus six minyanim in the city of
Zurich. Other congregations are to be found in
Basel, Bern, St Gallen, Lucerne, Biel, Baden,
Fnbourg, Lausanne, Geneva and Lugano. Some of
these are not members of the Association of Swiss
Israelite Communities, which is the national roof
organisation of Jews in Switzerland.

There is proof that even several centuries ago there
were Jews who had settled in territory which now

belongs to Switzerland. For example, in Basel, the
first Jews arrived with the Romans in the third and
fourth centuries. Its first community, the earliest in
the area that became Switzerland, was probably
established early in the thirteenth century when
Basel was still a German free city. During that
century, JJews were sufficiently prosperous to be the
chief financiers of the first bridge anywhere over
the Rhine. But their community also ended in the
Rhine, on a small island long since washed away by
the river's current. On 16 January 1349, a half year
before the Black Death reached Basel, the city's
government spurred by the anti-Jewish guilds,
decided to burn all 600-plus Jews as a prophylactic
measure.

Jews were permitted entry again to help rebuild
after an earthquake in 1362. A new community
prospered until 1397, when rumours that they were
poisoning wells scared them into flight once more.
In 1434, a church edict requiring attendance at
conversionist sermons precluded the re-
establishment ofBasel's Jewish community.

But this did not mean the absence of Jews and their
influence. In the sixteenth century, when Basel
became a centre of humanism, Christian owners of
paper mills and printing presses obtained residence
permits for Jews who could proofread Hebrew
texts. During this period, the presses printed a
Hebrew Bible, a version of the Talmud, the Psalms
and works by Hebrew teachers at Basel's
university.

With the French Revolution, the seeds of the

community's restoration were sown, as Basel
granted Jews temporary residence. In 1797, at the
French government's urging, Basel exempted
French Jews from the "body tax". The departure tax
for an adult male Jew was the same as for a cartload
of coal. Today Basel, with Bern and Fribourg, are
the three Swiss cantons to consider Judaism an
official religion.

Generally, at the beginning of the 15th century,
nearly all Jews were driven out of this area. The
exceptions were those who were doctors and thus

urgently needed. Not until the 17th century was
there again - but only gradually - an increase in the
Jewish population. To make a Jong story short, the
Jewish settlements were finally restricted to the two
villages of Endingen and Lengnau. Both of these
villages are in the Canton of Aargau, northern
Switzerland, between Zurich and Basel and near the
Rhine River. Today, the two synagogues, each over
150 years old and each under the protection of the
federal agency for the preservation of historical
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villages is one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in
Europe, which is still being used today. In 1993 two
volumes were published on this cemetery, and in
1998, two additional volumes were published
describing the graves and specific details about
those who are buried there.

Many of the Jews living in Lengnau and Endingen
came from Alsace, from nearby areas in southern

Germany, and from the Hohenems regions of
Austria. It was not long before - even back then -

the rabbis had to keep records of births, marriages,
and deaths. Since in all the ensuing years Switz-
erland was mostly spared the ravages of war, all of
these records dating from about 1720 AD are

complete and available for genealogical tracing.
Unfortunately, earlier records were destroyed in a
fire.

Not until 1866 with the article in the Swiss
constitution guaranteeing equality for all, did the
Jews receive the right to settle anywhere they
wished in all of Switzerland. Before that, this was
only possible for Jews of French nationality, since
France had put a good deal of pressure on
Switzerland to grant all its citizens the same rights
in Helvetia that they enjoyed in France. Another
exception was on the borders of Geneva, namely
the area of the city we know today as the Quartier
Carouge. In 1780 this area still belonged to Savoy-
Sardinia and accepted Jews. In 1792 Carouge
became a part of France. The Jews from Carouge
were allowed to trade in Geneva, but they were not
allowed to settle there.

After 1866, many Jews moved into cities and
Jewish communities were founded, synagogues
built, and bit by bit organisational structures as we
know them today in the Jewish world were
established. At the same time as this move into
cities, more Jews came to Switzerland - from
neighbouring Alsace, Germany and Austria. With
the pogroms in Eastern Europe at the end of the
19th and the beginning of the 20th centuries, more
and more Jews who were passing through
Switzerland on their way to America remained
there instead of continuing across the Atlantic as

they had originally intended.

All this means that there is a wide spectrum for the
tracing of Jewish family histories in Switzerland.
Of course, there have always been Swiss Jews who
have been interested in their family tree, but they
were always individuals struggling on their own.
Even when in 1920 the first world-wide association
for Jewish genealogical research was founded, there
was no positive impact from this in Switzerland.

After the Second World War Dr. Florence
Guggenheim-Griinberg did intensive research on
the history of Jews in Switzerland and, in
connection with this, she also became involved in

studying their genealogies. She described the origin
of the Yiddish dialect of the Surbial region - this is
the valley where the two Jewish villages Lengnau
and Endingen (which I mentioned earlier) are
located - as well as many other things which are

important for the history of Jews in Switzerland.

Basel, again was the home of Ludwig David Kahn,
whose ancestors came from . Salzburg/Baden,
Germany. He devoted much of his time to

genealogical research and published the results of
his studies as books. As his own publisher, he

produced "The Loevinger Family of Laupheim -

Pioneers in South Dakota" - in 1967, - "Die
Nachkommen des Simon Guggenheim (1730-1799)
von Endingen" (The Descendants of Simon
Guggenheim (1730-1799) from Endingen") and
also "Die Geschichte der Juden von Sulzburg"
("The History of the Jews from Salzburg") in 1969.
His last work was published in 1971: "Die
Nachkommen des Nathan Giinzburger (1720-1775)
aus Uffheim im Elsass" ("The descendants of
Nathan Gunzburger (1720-1775) from Uffheim in

Alsace). Except for the one book about the

Loevinger family, these books are all written in
German. The English titles 1 just gave you are

simply my translation for the purposes of this
article.

I was fortunate to have my grandfather on my
father's side write down the history of his family
and his wife's family individually for his six
grandchildren. This was after his retirement. He had
been chazan, teacher and schochet at the Israelite
congregation in Basel. He wrote by hand, in
precise, very legible handwriting, from memory but
without giving any dates. Having always been very
interested in history, I found myself being drawn
again and again to this personal written document.
Not knowing any better, I had assumed that due to
the wars in Alsace in 1871-2, 1914-18 and 1939-
1945 there were no longer any official records
existing which would permit me to check the
information from my grandfather, in order to

supplement it with more specific details. While my
wife and I were travelling around a bit in Alsace in
1980, we came to Reichshoffen in lower Alsace.
This was the place from where, according to my
grandfather, our ancestors came. So I took courage
and went to the town hall, said I was trying to track
down my ancestral history and would like to know
whether there were any old records there. The man
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was very nice and asked me without hesitating a
second which year I would like to start with. I was
so taken aback by this unexpected though most
welcome response that I was nearly speechless and
could only stammer something like, "I would like
to have a look at the records beginning back at
1800". The man then led us to into an unoccupied
room, showed us where we could sit down, said he
would be right back, and then he disappeared. In

just a few minutes he was back with a whole stack
of large, old, bound books, put them down in front
of me, and wished me much success in my search
for my ancestors. Although 1 actually was not
successful and had to leave the town hall rather
disappointed, the very difficulty with which I was
confronted led to the genealogy "Virus" breaking
out in me - and I'm still infected with it today!! So I

worked for several years on various family trees of
my family before finally reading quite by chance in
1984, that in Paris some people had joined together
in the Cercle de Généalogie Juive of France.
1 was the 36th member of this small group, and

hoped for contacts that would help me to find out
more about my Alsatian origins. In 1985 I wrote to
the two Jewish newspapers in Switzerland and
asked them to publish an announcement - the
purpose being to get to know other people in
Switzerland who were interested in Jewish
genealogy. As a result, in the spring of 1986 the
Swiss Society of Jewish Genealogy was officially
founded.

From the nine founding members it has now grown
to a membership of over sixty. Our quarterly
journal "MAAJAN - Die Quelle" ("MAAJAN - The
Source") has now appeared fifty times. This is the
only journal for Jewish genealogy which is
published in German. It is related to the pre-war
tradition represented by Dr. Czelitzer in Germany
prior to 1938.

Our activities so far have included excursions, also
to neighbouring areas across the Swiss border,
lectures, workshops for beginners, films,
exhibitions about Jewish family histories, and
arrangements for a monthly meeting for the
exchange of ideas. We also have a small library and
small archives-both of which however are not yet
open - to help round out the research help for our
members. A big handicap, however, is that we still
do not have a place of our own, since we do not
have enough finances to rent space, and so far we
have not found a sponsor.

I have headed this society for twelve years, and 1

have been looking for a long time for someone to
take over for me, but so far, unfortunately, without

NEWS FROM THE SOUTH
AUSTRALIAN BRANCH

By Klee Benveniste

Our April meeting was a chance to catch up on
research material. As well as our branch resources,
we enjoyed the hospitality of Hilde Hines and the
benefit of browsing through her personal collection
of genealogy books including a new book on the
Jews of Germany, and a stack of the journals
Avotaynu and Stammbaum. We-had a stimulating
discussion on research use. ofgenealogy resources on
the Internet. We will be continuing the research at
our next meeting.
We report with great sadness that Joe Bolaffi our
foundation member and the first receipt holder in our
membership book, passed away suddenly on 18
March 1999. He was a true gentleman and will be
greatly missed by all who had the enjoyment of
knowing him. Jewish communal activity filled his
life. Since arriving from Egypt four decades ago, he
had been a treasurer or auditor for virtually every
major Jewish organisation in South Australia. He
strongly supported fund-raising for Israel and Jewish
causes.

Apart from the BOLAFFI family (a name which
derived from Arabic words meaning 'father of
health'), he was particularly interested in his
maternal ancestry in the Ambar family and was
helping to add all the Bolaffi family branches to the
family tree of the descendants of Reuben AMBAR
being compiled by a cousin working at Beth
Hatefutsot (Museum of the Diaspora) in Tel Aviv
How fortunate we were to have heard his story, and
to know that he recorded it on tape for his
descendants; a long life well-lived with many
friends and relatives. Joe Bolaffi is survived by his
wife Yvette, married children Allen, Richard, and
Monique, and grandchildren.
The South Australian Branch can be contacted by
post:
Dr. Klee Benveniste, Honorary Secretary,
Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (SA Branch)
C.- Adelaide Hebrew Congregation
P.O. Box 320,
Glenside, SA 5065

success One of our members recently said to me
"One can first say that a presidency is successful
when a competent successor has been found"
Hopefully, I can also soon say this for my own
case!

René Loeb is the President and Founder of the
Swiss Jewish Genealogical Society.

The Kosher Koala Vol. 6 No. 2, June, 1999 5



CANBERRA CORNER
By Sylvia Deutsch
The first of a series of Jewish genealogical
workshops will be held on Sunday 23 May 1999
from 1.30-3.30pm in the library of the National
Jewish Memorial Centre, comer of National Circuit
and Canberra Ave., Forrest. If there is enough
interest other workshops will be offered during the

year, on 11 July, 5 September and 7 November
1999. This will be an opportunity to use the

growing AJGS resources - books, joumals,
pamphlets, etc - held in Canberra, largely though
the generosity of AJGS president Sophie Caplan
and the AJGS in Sydney. The workshops are being
organised in conjunction with the Australian Jewish
Historical Society (Canberra).
Local AJGS member Judith Wimbome had kindly
offered fellow members access to some of her own
books on Australian Jewish History.

AJGS members are always welcome at AJHS
(ACT) meetings. The next AJHS meeting is a

genealogy evening on Wednesday 16 June 1999 at

8.00 p.m. in the library of the National Jewish
Memorial Centre. Guest speaker is Steve Hart,
great-grandson of Henry Hart who built the Royal
Hotel Yass, on "The Story of the Royal". Steve is
also a genealogist who has built up a sizeable
database on the Hart family

Many thanks to Lionel Sharpe and the Victorian
branch of the AJGS for copies of their first two
newsletters for our holdings. Jewish genealogy
newsletters from several USA groups continue to

be received. A copy of Finding Families: The
Guide to National Archives of Australia for
Genealogists (1998) has been donated to the AJGS
in Sydney.
Enquiries can be directed to

Sylvia Deutsch in anberra:Tel Fax 02-6248-6196
Email: deutand@ozemail.com.au.

NEWS FROMWESTERN AUSTRALIA
By Michelle Urban
As reported in the last newsletter, our last meeting
was a great success with more than twenty people
attending. Louise Hoffman spoke on early Western
Australian Jewry and was very well received. Her

knowledge of early Perth Jewish History made for

many questions. Memories of family stories
abounded and set the stage for an interesting
discussion after her talk.

Several of the attendees have contacted us to tell of
their successes in searching for their ancestral
families overseas and this is very exciting.

Michelle Urban was thanked for hosting the

meetings and encouraging support of the group.

Our next meeting will be held at a different venue
and on a different date to the one mentioned

previously. It will be held at the Perth Synagogue in
Freedman Street, Mt. Lawley, and will start at 1.30

p.m. on Sunday, 4 July, 1999. Our guest speaker
will be Dr Ossie Tofler who will talk on the subject
of "Jewish Families in Western Australia". Dr
Tofler is a practicing cardiologist, but has had an

interest in local Jewish history and began collecting
data on Jewish families in Perth in 1968.

Our next meeting after this will be held on Sunday
29 August with Martin Levit and the topic is "From
South Africa to Perth - A Jewish View", and the

next meeting after that will be Sunday 7 November
"How to Use the Internet and What Information is
available on Microfiche".
Enquiries can be directed to
Michelle Urban
Tel: 08-9375-3874
Fax: 08-9375-3574
Email: urban@wantree.com.au

Save your family - Webtamer
on CD-ROM

st lend me your treasures and
Preserve all your important family presto it's all done for you
photos, documents, letters, certificates,
taped interviews, and family stories Visit
Share with your family, here and http://www.ozemail.com.au/~webtamer
overseas or ask for a demonstration disk
Add more documents at any time Kim Phillips
No need for a modem (02) 9878 1540

No need to be connected to the internet webtamer@ozemail.com.au
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GENEALOGY - THE GREAT PAPER
CHASE

by Kim Phillips

Ten or so years ago I began the hunt to discover my
family history. I started, as most of us do, with my
parents and worked backwards and outwards.
Along the way gathered documents, photos,
memorabilia, certificates and some taped
interviews. Also I met "cousins" I'd never known
before and we swapped information and promised
to keep each other up to date with our "finds".

Now I have many, many "cousins" and a vast
amount of documentation that is continually
growing. Deciding on a system to keep it all sorted
and "findable" wasn't easy, but, with time,
became reasonably organised. I use a computer to
store all my dates and details. Using software that
has a GEDCOM facility allows me to share my
computer data with my cousins. But how to share

everything else?

It was important to me that my immediate family
had access to everything found. So started

sending them photocopies, then colour copies of
photos and copies of tapes. But this became very
awkward.

Finally, J found a system that allowed me to share
everything. I equipped myself with a good quality
scanner and a CD writer, and began scanning
everything. I then set up a web page and made an
index of all the documents/photos/tapes etc. A
photo of a family group could then be indexed
under the name of each person in the group. A
simple "click" on Aunty Miriam in 1923 brings you
to that photo. Using this system I included such
things as newspaper birth, death and marriage
listings, maps of cemeteries with known graves
marked, photos of headstones, all certificates and
documentation, family photos.
I also included all my family details by using a

process that converts a GEDCOM file to an HTML
file (the files that a web page uses). This meant that
all my computer family files would appear as
family groups (mother, father and children). All
relationships are there, so a "click" on a person
takes you to their parents, children, siblings,
wherever you want to go.

I then transferred all this information to a CD. The
files can be viewed as a web page, using either
Netscape or MS Explorer.

There are many benefits to this system:
e I can share all my data with my family and

"cousins". They can print copies of any of the
certificates or documents that they want, or they
can pop into their nearest film developer and
have coloured copies of photos printed directly
from the CD.

© It doesn't matter whether you use a PC or a
Mac, the CD is viewable on either system.

e You are using the digital resolution of your
computer monitor to view the documents.

© CDs last a lot longer than a photocopy, and take
up a lot less room.

e If! ever did lose my original documents, I have
a backup (1 keep an additional CD somewhere
other than at home).

e Ican send my CDs anywhere in the world and I

can fit a lot more information on them (650MB)
than I could on a normal web page (SMB).

e You don't need a modem, or to be connected to
the internet to run the CD (you view it offline).

e Ifmy "cousins" don't have a computer, they can
use the facilities at a local library.

e lcan produce a copy of everything on CD as I

need to.

e I finally managed to be organised!

Because this system worked so well for me, I've
decided to make it available to others as well. I'll
scan 50 of your documents, set up an index,
include your GEDCOM files and produce a CD -

all for $80. Additional documents are $1 each. I'm

trading as WEBTAMER, so look for my ad in this
issue ofKosher Koala.
Kim Phillips has been a member of our Society in
Sydney for many years and is now on our
committee. We have previously published her
article on her Tolano family written together with
Margot Salom.

When you visit the Sydney Jewish Museum,
don't forget that they also have a wonderful
Holocaust research library available to the

public.
SYDNEY JEWISH MUSEUM
148 Darlinghust Road
Darlinghurst NSW 2020

Tel: (02) 9360-7999
. Fax (02) 9331-4245
Email: sydjmus@tmx.mhs.oz.au

The Kosher Koala Vol. 6 No. 2. June. 1999 7



PRESIDENT'S REPORT for the ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING of the AUSTRALIAN
JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, Inc.,
held on 14 March, 1999.

Welcome members, committee members, and
friends to the seventh Annual General Meeting of
the Australian Jewish Genealogical Society, and.

particularly to our member and successful author,
Diane Armstrong, who is our guest speaker tonight.

This meeting concludes another successful year for
the Society with a total of 178 members in

December, 1998 after the earlier separation from
the now independent Australian Jewish Genea-

logical Society of Victoria Inc with its then 70
members who had previously been integrated with
us. Our very friendly relationship nevertheless
continues, with the Melbourne group's regular
contributions to our journal, the Kosher Koala, and
their members receiving it, although it is now bulk-
posted to Melbourne and distributed from there.

We cannot tell you today's membership figures, as
some members renew late. Some try membership,
and then lose interest. We have slow but continuous

growth, which is necessary for the acquisition of
ever more of the stream of new Jewish genealogical
books, CD-ROMs, and other items which become
available and benefit our members. Your
membership dollars are not wasted and many
committee members who give of their time and
their skills, also benefit the Society by paying for

stamps, telephone calls, faxes and other items in

serving our members.

In recent months we have also had the sadness of
losing members who pass away, notably our great
Sir Asher Joel, a great supporter even though he
never came to meetings, and Suzie Gold. Please
stand for a minute's silent contemplation in their

memory.
We have continued our usual activities of raa Sunday
morning workshop once a month, except in January
when we are in recess. Our library is also opened
occasionally at other times like the recent Sydney
visit of our Perth representative, when Rieke, our
Resources Librarian, gives up her time to oblige
such visitors.

We have also held a number of evening meetings
with guest speakers, notably the leading Australian
genealogist Nick Vine Hall, Peter Landé, the expert
on Holocaust victims and survivors at the USA
Holocaust Museum in Washington. DC, René
Loeb, the president of the Swiss Jewish
Genealogical Society, and our own former member
from Melbourne, Kurt Lippman, who originally

joined us, but who is now part of the Victorian
Society. We would gladly hold more such evening
meetings, but there is a local dearth of available
interesting speakers on topics connected to Jewish
genealogy. Thanks to our overseas connections we
are informed of projected trips to Australia by
leading Jewish genealogists and we try to induce
them to speak to us, not only in Sydney, but if
possible also to our groups or branches in other
cities.

Unfortunately we are not financially able to attract
visitors by paying part of their fares, but we try to

compensate them by offering hospitality in our

homes, or by showing them around, or by taking
them to good Sydney restaurants and offering each
a worthwhile book on Australian Jewry.
In return I have in the last fifteen months visited, at

my own expense, the groups in Melbourne
(December 1997), Canberra (August 1998) and
Adelaide (October 1998) and spoken to them of
recent developments in Jewish genealogy. It has
also been worthwhile to meet personally members
from interstate and help them with some problems.

On the international level we are members in good
standing of the International Association of Jewish
Genealogical Societies, and since our inception we

participate in a cash-free exchange of newsletters
and journals, which also benefits our interstate
branches and groups. Last year I was invited to be a
member of a five person Awards committee in
International Genealogy, the only non-American on
the committee that year, and our Society's
nomination of SHEMOT, newsletter of the British
JGS in the newsletter section of the Awards, and of
Susan King and JewishGen in another publication
section, were successful. Although the Awards
committee Chairman lives in Atlanta, another
recent Olympic city, there were no free trips to
view the exhibits and no gifts to committee
members.

On the local level we belong to the NSW Jewish
Board of Deputies on whose plenum we are

represented by David Laufer. Our committee
members individually also have connections to
other Jewish organisations. Many of these

organisations often refer genealogical inquiries to
us which have been addressed to them. We believe
that we are a crucial outreach organisation of the
Australian JJewish community for the number of our
members who are researching distant Jewish roots,
our members who are Jewish but intermarried and
not members of any other community body, and for
the many Australians who approach us in the hope
of finding a Jewish ancestral link. Indeed it is
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interesting to see our non-Jewish members
attending work-shops more frequently than our
Jewish members and making good use of the
Reverend Katz library as well as of our collection.
On the national level we look after our interstate
branches, our groups which are not branches, and
the many individuals who are our members locally,
in distant country towns, or the isolated people who
are our members in such places as Katherine or
Darwin in the Northern Territory, or small towns in
northem Tasmania. Our branches are in Perth,
Western Australia, ably led by Michelle Urban, in
Adelaide led by Hilde Hines and by Dr Klee
Benveniste. We have a group in Canberra led by
Sylvia Deutsch, who does not want yet another hat
to wear by forming a branch, but who runs the
group as part of the Australian Jewish Historical
Society in Canberra, with lectures devoted to

genealogy and workshops to be started soon. In
Brisbane we have Morris Ochert, now helped by
Carol Stirk, who valiantly tries to sustain Jewish
genealogists in Queensland, which include a
Catholic priest descended from a Jewish family.
Both Rieke. Nash and I look after these various
groups and individuals in our different ways, by
trying to remember the names and places they are
researching and keeping in touch. Nowadays the
enormous growth of the Internet and e-mail and
JewishGen has enabled even widely scattered
Jewish genealogists to do long distance research at
home from the various databases now available.
But the less experienced, non-computerised, more
isolated and less knowledgeable still need our help,
sometimes with basic but real problems.
As a society we have also participated in two events
in May 1998 in the Society of Australian
Genealogists "Showcase" in premises in Kent
Street; but only on the Friday of the two-day event,
and in the Great Synagogue and Australian Jewish
News "Chanukah in the Park" on 20th December
1998, where we shared a stall with a children's
bookseller, Elana Traurig, and with the AJHS. At
each we enrolled a few new members as well as
gaining a larger profile.
Our committee this year has consisted of Rieke
Nash as both Vice-President and Honorary
Secretary, as well as Resources Librarian, and
official e-mail receiver for the Society, a set of very
onerous duties. We are grateful to Rieke for this
enormous amount of work for our Society. Our
Treasurer has again been Terry Newman who has
continued to progress in his presentation of our
monthly Treasurer's statement, thanks to our
auditor Helena Rule's able guidance. David Laufer

has kept our Minutes, and has developed an
excellent format for these, while Phillip Baynash
continues to be our Membership Chairman and
keeps well-designed and up-to-date lists for the
benefit of other honorary officers. Gary Luke had
the initiative of developing our web-site and
Internet presence, and continues to be our web-
master. Nigel Meinrath is committee member
without portfolio, but answers some letters of
genealogical queries.
have continued to be your president and also

editor of the "Kosher Koala" which has continued
to appear four times yearly. Although Rieke Nash
has wanted to give up the page-setting and
publishing of the "Kosher Koala", she has
continued faithfully to help and support Miriam
Shifreen, our new "Kosher Koala" page-setter and
typist, and to gradually teach her the ropes. We
hope that with Miriam Shifreen's planned
acquisition of a new computer, and growing
competence, we will be able to free Rieke from
some of her duties.
We also want to thank Peter Nash, who supports us
by helping Rieke with her activities and by his
cartage work, known as "shlepping" for the Society
at workshops and other events. Obviously a higher
authority admires and approves his efforts, for he
continues to be rewarded with heavenly luck in his
research. Thank you also to my husband Leslie
Caplan for letting me run up telephone, fax, and
postal charges for my work for the Society.
We also want to thank Miriam Shifreen, Kim
Phillips, Bernie Freedman and Selma Jackson who
often help when required.
Our only complaint is that there is not building up
in our Society a large group ofmembers wanting to
join the committee and show us of what they are
capable. We really need some more volunteers to
share the burdens, and it is sad that most of those
one approaches for possible committee work are
not keen to shoulder the load. We need you. Please
join us. But we are lucky that both Kim Phillips and
Bernie Freedman have agreed to join the
Committee now.

Finally we would like to formally give a heartfelt
thank you to the president and board of the North
Shore Synagogue for their continued hospitality to
us in the Reverend Katz Library and in this Wilson
Hall. We greatly appreciate this and trust that you
are aware that your help to us is contributing to
Jewish continuity in this country and in this
community.

Sophie Caplan, President.
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present day and his hints for preserving family
photographs. He advocates taking black and white
photographs at important occasions, as these are
likely to outlast colour ones, and Kodachrome for
preference, if you must have colour. Cardboard
corners should be used, not hold-down sticky
plastic sheets, or you should keep photos in plastic
oven bags. A thoroughly enjoyable and instructive
evening.

Rose Lerer Cohen and Saul Issroff have started an

urgent project to create a comprehensive list of
names of Lithuanian Shoah victims, which seem to
have been omitted previously. This has been
publicised both through Avotaynu and through
Sharsheret Hadorot, but since there are so many
descendants of Lithuanian Jews, especially former
South Africans, in Australia) we are also
publicising this project. Write directly to Lithuanian
Names Project,
P.O. Box 11456, Jerusalem 91114, or
email@roseron shani.net
or saul@swico.demon.co.uk

Similarly Yad Vashem is making a drive to record
the names and other personal details of the three
million Shoah victims from all European countries
which were occupied by the Nazis and who have
not yet been recorded. A Yad Vashem Page of
Testimony form has been included with your
Kosher Koala. Additional forms can be obtained
from Sophie Caplan on mail request to our P.O.
Box 154, Northbridge, 1595, NSW or can be
downloaded from the Yad Vashem website on

www.yadvashem.org.il/pot

Melburnians can obtain Pages of Testimony forms
directly from the Jewish Holocaust Centre at 13

Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, 3185.

Yad Vashem is presently computerising all the
information on Pages of Testimony already
submitted and this will be an invaluable source of
information for genealogists.

A few of our members from both Sydney and
Melbourne will be attending the 19th Summer
Seminar on Jewish Genealogy in New York from 8
to 13 August, 1999. Anyone interested in attending
but who had not registered yet can obtain
information from our Society or from the Internet.
In May 2000 there will be an International
Conference on Genealogy and Heraldry, general,
not specifically Jewish, in Besangon, France.
Anyone interested in attending please contact us.

All the best to all of you,
Sophie Caplan, Editor

NEW BOOKS IN OUR LIBRARY
The Society has purchased part V1 of the Bevis
Marks Records which is the burial register (1733-
1918) of the Novo (New) Cemetery of the Spanish
and Portuguese Jews' Congregation in London,
transcribed by Miriam Rodrigues-Pereira, BA,
honorary archivist of the congregation and by
Chloe Loewe, Ph.D, assisted by Raphael Loewe
and by David Nunes Vaz and published by the
Spanish and Portuguese Jews' Congregation in
London in 1997. This will be a boon to any
genealogist whose ancestors were Sephardim in
London. The names of the deceased, names of
fathers, date of death in Hebrew calendar and from,
1784 also according to the secular Gregorian
calendar, are indexed alphabetically and also row
by row.

Sylvia Deutsch, chairman of our group in Canberra,
has generously donated to us a copy of FINDING
FAMILIES, The Guide to the National Archives of
Australia for Genealogists compiled by Margaret
Chambers and published in 1998 by The National
Archives of Australia in association with Hale and
Iremonger in Sydney. This is a handsome, large
format paperback of 330 pages which will be most
useful.

Sophie Caplan is donating a copy of the 1999
ANNUAIRE DE RAPPROCHEMENT DES
FAMILLES (French JGS Family Finder) seventh
edition of 138 pages, printed in Paris and indexed
both by surname alphabetically and by place of
origin.

Sophie Caplan has recently received a total of six
volumes of enumerations of taking of permanent
family names in 1808 in Lorraine, and in the
provinces of Lower Rhine and Upper Rhine, all
indexed by Pierre Katz, as well as Jean Fleury
CONTRATS DE MARLAGE JUJFS EN MOSELLE
AVANT 1792 (Jewish Marriage Contracts in
Moselle before 1792), an alphabetical index of
2021 Jewish marriage contracts for the use of
genealogists, published in Paris in 1999, 3rd
edition. This last one details first and second names
of groom and bride as well as of each of their
parents, and sometimes even of stepfather and/or
brothers.

Also the PROCEEDINGS of The Fifth International
Seminar on Jewish Genealogy, held in Paris from
13th to 17th July 1997, with most lectures in
French, but an English summary. If anyone would
like to consult any of these, please advise Sophie
Caplan.
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AUSTRALIAN JEWISH GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY (Vic), Inc

By Lionel Sharpe
The First Annual General Meeting of the recently
incorporated Victorian Society, AJGS(Vic) Inc was
held on 14 April at Beth Weizmann Community
Centre and the following Committee of Manage-
ment was elected:

President: Les Oberman
Vice-President: Ester Csaky
Hon. Secretary: Lionel Sharpe
Treasurer: Kurt Friedlaender
Commnittee: Albert Braunstein

Rodney Eisfelder
Bettye Susskind

Makor Liaison: Ros Collins
Thanks were extended to Rhonda Lasky, retiring
secretary, who had served the Society for four years
and Enid Yoffe-Elton who is currently on a short

stay in the United States. Lionel Sharpe stood down
as President after three years in this position. The
well attended meeting was addressed by Melbourne
historian, Isidor Solomon, who spoke on

"Researching Your Genealogy in Early Colonial
Victoria."

Again the display table at the annual "Concert in
the Park" in Caulfield Park on March 14 attracted a

great deal of interest and over 200 enquiries were
made by the huge crowd present. Another
successful beginners' workshop was held on

Sunday, May 2 which attracted a number of new
members. Lionel Sharpe spoke to the B'nai Brith
Menorah Lodge and the Child Survivors of the
Holocaust group in April about Holocaust research.

The meeting on 26 May at 7.30 p.m. features three
presentations:
"Traces" - Family Visual Histories
Naomi Bishops and Richard Raber, both graduated
of the Victorian College of the Arts Film School,
will show a short video and talk about their work in

creating personal and permanent archives for those

wishing, to preserve their family records. Richard
has spent the last three years filming video
testimonials for the Steven Spielberg funded
"Shoah Foundation".

Writing Your Story
Jean Holkner, a well known Melbourne Jewish
writer ,will talk on the topic of "Writing Your
Story". Jean conducts courses on family history
writing.
"Jews in Australia - A Swag of Stories"
Lionel Sharpe will demonstrate an innovative
interactive multimedia programme on a new CD-

ROM produced by the Jewish Museum of Australia
entitled -"Jews in Australia A Swag of Stories'. It
is now on display at the Jewish Museum of Victoria
in St Kilda. The interactive journey though family
history takes us through the stories of three

generations of four Melbourne families.

Another beginners' workshop will be held on

Sunday, June 20 at 2.00 p.m. at Beth Weizmann
Community Centre and there will be a lecture on

Wednesday, July 7 at 7.30 (speaker to be

announced).

Our new Web Page was created by Ester Czaky and
can be seen on the Intemet at:
http://www.melbourne.net/csaky
Ester, a newcomer to this technology, is to be

congratulated on this effort.

The second issue of the Victorian Newsletter, Vol 1

No. 2, May 1999, edited by Lionel Sharpe has been
distributed. It has now grown to eight pages and
features photographs. The front cover displays the
Jewish Genealogy Month poster designed by
Avotaynu Inc.New Jersey.

Enquiries:
Les Oberman (03)9571 8251
oberman@imxmelb.mhs.oz.au
Lionel Sharpe (03)9523 6738
sharp@pa.ausom.nel.au
PHOTOGRAPHIC CONSERVATION

_

MATERIALS
National Archives Advice - Index
http://www.naa.gov.au/

PUBLICAT/ADVICES/index.htm
Protecting and handling photographs
http://www.naa.gov.au/

PUBLICAT/ADVICES/HTML/advice7 htm

Caring for your family archive
http://www.naa.gov.au/

PUBLICAT/ADVICES/HTML/advice10.htm

Supply companies

Shelley Fredman, Creative Memories,
Rose Bay NSW
Tel: (02) 9371 6224 Mobile: 0414-949-543

Zetta Florence, 165 Gertrude St., Fitzroy VIC 3065
http://www.zettaflorence.com.au/
Tel: 1800-247-666 Fax: 1800-247-999

Albox, 56 North Terrace, Kent Town SA 5067
http://www.camtech.net.au/albox/
Tel: (08)8362-4811 Fax: (08)8362-4066

Conservation Resources Int.
PO Box 729, Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
http://www. filing.com.au/cri/index.html
Tel: (07)848-0199 Fax: (07)892-3347
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REPORT FROM QUEENSLAND

By Morris S. Ochert O.A.M.
A steady stream of fascinating genealogical
literature reaches us from the USA and we circulate
it amongst those who are interested.

The Friends of the Toowong Cemetery is a large
interdenominational organisation which studies the

history and genealogy which can be learned in this
historic Cemetery. On behalf of the Australian
Jewish Genealogical Society, 1 addressed their
assembly there on Mother's Day, 9 May 1999, after
which I led them on an explanatory walk through
the Jewish Section. We followed the route which I

laid out in my booklet 'Toowong Cemetery
Brisbane - Jewish Heritage Trail,' a copy of which
was issued to each participant. prepared this
booklet in 1998 at the request of the Brisbane City
Council, which met all costs and provided the

photography. Both the booklet and my talk were
very well received by the participants. We regard
this as valuable public relations.

Carol Davis Stirk, who is my Hon. Secretary, has
proved a great acquisition. She has made my task
far lighter. Carol is our link with the Queensland
Family History Society, which, as a Bicentennial
Project, prepared a volume of all the headstone
inscriptions in the Toowong Cemetery. As some of
the very old sandstone monuments are eroding,
such a record is essential. For the information of
enquirers, advise that a copy is held in the
Museum of the Cemetery.
There is a steady flow of enquiries from people
who wish to know details of their forbears who
have lived in Queensland. Those whom I cannot
help, I refer to our President, Sophie Caplan.
Occasionally, my research ends in the conclusion
that their folk were either not Jewish or did not
identify themselves as such. An example, in May
1999, was an interstate enquirer who gave me the
names and arrival dates of her great grandparents
and their children. None of the Synagogue records
of Births, Deaths and Marriages, nor the Toowong
Cemetery Jewish Register, revealed their names.
However, in the Register of a General Cemetery
elsewhere, their names do appear. I explained to the
enquirer that this does not prove that they were not
Jewish, but only that they apparently did not
identify themselves as such while in Brisbane.
General Cemetery records do not state religion and
I advised her to obtain copies of the marriage
certificates, which do state religion.
Another fascinating research involved a Papuan
tribe named 'Lavi Ipi.' They claim to be descended

from the Tribe of Benjamin. Most names of this
primitive clan were from the Old Testament. The
illiterate men could recite, in their tribal dialect,
huge passages of Genesis, although they are all
illiterate and the tribe has no written records. After
years of research, I could only suggest to them that
a Dutch or German trader, either Jewish or
Lutheran, who they state lived with them many
years before, had introduced them to Genesis and

they had identified themselves with the Israelites.
Perhaps, too, his name was Levy, which possibly
accounts for the clan name of 'Lavi.' Perhaps 'Ipi'
would translate to 'clan' or 'tribe.'

Enquiries to Morris Ochert, 3/23 Lucinda Street,
Taringa OLD 4068 or stirk@uq.net.au
ALTERED SURNAMES
By Morris S. Ochert O.A.M.
In the "Kosher Koala" of June 1998, under the

heading of "What's Your Real Name?" reference is
made to reasons why many Jewish people do not
have the original surname of their forebears. I call
attention to yet another cause of these changes, as
set out in my manuscript "Bondi Jewry between the
Wars", in Vol X1, 1992, part 4 of the "Journal of
the Australian Jewish Historical Society". My late
father had escaped from Siberian internment soon
after the tum of the century and, in China, he
stowed away on a ship going to Sydney. On the
wharf was a table, and on a box sat a grimy,
illiterate migration officer with some forms. Sam
joined the queue, while this official bit away some
wood to expose the lead in his pencil.
"Wot's yer name?" he barked. (Another passenger
translated into Yiddish.)
"Ochertyansky"
"Yair?" He shouted truculently. "We'll call ya
'Orchard'." Whereupon he laboriously pencilled his
own version of that word - and to this day the entire
dynasty carries the surname "Ochert" - at least
that's our story!
A similar example was that ofmy father's youngest
brother Jacob. At the U.S.A. Immigration Centre at
Ellis Island, he was told that Ochertyansky would
be unwieldy in America, and he was "given" the

monosyllabic name of Sher. It is even shorter than
the name allocated to my father.

Another reason for name change is the wish to shed
a cumbersome name, characteristic of Europe, the
shackles of which had been shaken off so recently;
or the regrettable desire to abandon all connection
to a Jewish origin.
Morris Ochert is the society's representative in
Brisbane and in Queensland
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A PRESIDENT'S LAMENT

By Sophie Caplan
"My grandparents or great grandparents were
JACOB and ESTHER COHEN and they lived in
Warsaw/Kiev/Lublin/Roswadow. His birth date
was February 3, 1891 and his mother was SARAH
MELAMED of ROSWADOW. Esther was born on
20th March 1895 and her parents were ITZIG LEVI
and FANNY SCHLOSSBERG from a small village
about 30kms away from LODZ. I don't remember
its name, but it was very well known.

Their children were ISAK bom in 1920, FAIGE
born in 1922, JOSEF (my father) born in 1924,
MOSHE born in 1926, and little DVORA born in
1932. My father escaped to Russia in December
1939 and after the Second World War came to USA
to his uncle Irving.

Irving did not hear from his brother Jacob after
September 1939 but we are hoping that you might
be able to tell us what happened to my family. Did
any of them migrate to Australia after the war?

1 look forward to hearing about my family from
you.

Sincerely,
Joanne/Michael/Steven."
A least once a month, sometimes more often,
receive a letter very similar to the above, or else
inquiring about someone's great-grandparents who
were left behind when a son or daughter left Russia,
or Germany or Poland some time during the 19th
century, and expecting us to have the answers to all
their queries. For free.

Such people imagine that the volunteers at
genealogical societies have magic computers
which, on pressing a button, deliver extensive data
on past Jewish lives from anywhere around the
world, particularly their relatives.

While it is true that one can occasionally still find a
relative who survived the Shoah, or who was lost in
the depths of Russia until glasnost, it takes a lot of
letters, time, and money. I did find a first cousin of
mine who survived, but I did all the work.
In general, if you haven't heard from your relatives
in Poland since 1939 or 1941, and they had "your
family's" prewar address in USA or Australia, it is
probably because they've all been dead since 1942
or 1943. It is very sad, but it is a fact.

In the early days of my genealogical activities
used to move heaven and earth to make inquiries
for people who wrote me such letters. And spend a
fortune on long-distance calls to all Jewish

communities in Australia for that purpose. And
rarely got any thanks and never got my costs
reimbursed.

I also found that no one ever returned the favour to
me. And professional genealogical help in USA has
been expensive, and so far without results.

So now I, and the colleagues on my committee, do
answer letters, within our respective areas of
expertise, from members of our Society, or even
others, ifwe can help with some simple advice. But
we will not tackle complex answers for people who
do not do their own previous homework at cost to
our own leisure and our other activities.
IS THIS MY TOWN?
By Rieke Nash
While researching one of my family towns in the
publication "Hamburg Passengers From the
Kingdom of Poland and the Russian Empire,
Indirect Passage to New York: 1855-June, 1873",
by Geraldine Moser and Marlene Silverman,
Landsmen Press, Washington 1997, I found it spelt
in twenty-nine different ways, not one of which is
the currently used spelling.

Roslaweck, Warchawik, Warclawek, Wardslawik,
Waslawicz, Waslowitz, Witzlawik, Wlolawk,
Wlotzlawe, Wlotzlowa, Worclawek, Wordslawek,
Wozlawek, Wozlowa, Wreslawek, Wrezlowik,
Wroclawek, Wroclawek, Wroczlawek,
Wrotzalawek, Wrotzlawik, Wrotzlowack,
Wrozlarek, Wrozlava, Wrozlaweck, Wrozlawecz,
Wrozlawek, Wrozlowa, Wryzlawek.
Wioclawek is the current Polish way of spelling
this town although it is usually found in English
publications as Wloclawek.

Perhaps your town also hides under varied spellings
in some publications.
1881 ENGLISH CENSUS
The 1881 English Census has just been released on
CD-ROM. It consists of a set of 25 CD's and can
be obtained from The Family History Centres of the
Church of the Latter Day Saints for $AUS55.00
including postage.
The transcription and indexing was a cooperative
effort of the Federation of Family History Societies,
British Genealogical Record Users committee, Her
Majesty's Stationery Office, The Public Record
Office, London, The General Register Office,
Scotland and the Genealogical Society of Utah.
This amazing tool for those with English ancestry
will be obtained by our Society and probably most
local libraries with a genealogy section.
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LITHUANIAN SHOAH VICTIMS:
A RESEARCH PROJECT
This message was posted on JewishGen on
February 16, 1999 by Saul Issroff

This announcement describes:
A Letter to Lithuanthian Researchers about this
project
A fact sheet relating to the project
The progress of the project
The formation of the The Lithuanian Memorial
Foundation(Keren Zikaron Leyahadur Lita) in
Israel

Lithuanian Names Project
A letter to Litvaks, February 1999.
Note: The full text of this letter is on The
Lithuanian Names Project Web Site
http://wwwjewishgen.org/litvak/lithnames.htm

A large project started in November 1997, namely,
to collect as many names as possible of victims of
the Lithuanian Holocaust (1941-1945). The goal is
to publish a Memorial book; preserving the

memory of the names of the martyrs for generations
to come. It is of utmost importance to prevent the
victims from being forgotten. No comprehensive
record exists of the names and details of Lithuanian
Jews who were murdered.

The methodology and research resources are
described. The main sources of information are at
Yad Vashem, the USHMM, the Vilna Gaon Jewish
state Museum and from privately submitted names.
A name submission form is attached to the web
site. This is a further appeal for submissions of
family names.

The database is outlined, and privacy and copyright
guidelines are described.
Go to the Lithuanian Names Project Web Site
http://www.jewishgen.org/litvak/lithnames.htm for
further details.

Progress:

To date (February 1999) approximately 90,000
names have been collected. A searchable database
has been constructed and the entry of individual
names and where possible families, continues daily.
Many archival and library resources have been

investigated, both in Lithuania and in the rest of the
world. Many relevant contacts have been made in
various institutions. A number of unusual archival

resources have been investigated. An initial list of
six thousand names was given to Yad Vashem (at
their request) for matching against Swiss Bank
records.
Approximately 40 press references to the project
have been published.

The Lithuanian Memorial Foundation

(Keren Zikaron Leyahadt Lita) has been registered
as an Amuta (charitable foundation) in Israel.
The objectives are (broadly) to facilitate research,
collect and publish information relating to the
Holocaust in Lithuania.

The initial board is:
Rose Lerer Cohen M.A., Holocaust researcher.
Sol Ganor. Author of "Light Two Candles" and
other works. Board Member Yad Vashem.
Joseph Harmatz. Director-General emeritus World
Ort, Director General emeritus and comptroller
Israeli Ort. Author of "Beyond the Wings".
Prof. Bernard Lerer. Prof. Experimental Psychiatry,
Hebrew University Jerusalem.
Prof. Dov Levin. Head, Oral History, Department
ofContemporary History, Hebrew University,
Jerusalem. Author of "Pinkas HaKehilot Lita".
Rachel Levin. Secretary and Archivist, Association
of Lithuanian Jews in Israel.
Advocate Joseph Melamed. Chairman, Association
of Lithuanian Jews in Israel. Board Member, Centre
ofOrganisations of Holocaust Survivors in Israel.

Website.

A website attached to Litvak SIG webpage has
been constructed by webmaster Trevor Tucker.
This consists of :

A letter to Litvaks
A factsheet
A name submission form
Multiple links relating to the Lithuanian
Holocaust
References (books and journals) relating to the
Lithuanian Holocaust.

Ten Facts about the Lithuanian Holocaust
http: //www.jewishgen. org/litvak/1ofacts.htm

Dr Saul Issroff, London
saul@swico.demon.co.uk

Rose Lerer Cohen, Jerusalem
roseron@shani.net
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AUSTRALIAN JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY DATABASE

Names being researched by our new members June, 1999

Id Surname Town Country Dates

450 MYER CHINA 1850+

450 NISSIM CHINA Up to 1850

316 OREWTTZ BIALYSTOK POLAND 1880's

450 PFIEFFER HUNGARY 1880's

450 POLLATSCHEK SLOVAKIA/HUNGARY
317 PRINCE BADEN AUSTRIA Up to 1943

317 PRINZ BADEN AUSTRIA Up to 1939

422 ROSENTHAL CROWENDZ(?) GERMANY Up to 1939

318 ROSENTHAL KALOCSA HUNGARY Up to 1939

39 RUBINSTEIN KRAKOW POLAND 1860's

39 RUBINSTEIN PARIS FRANCE
451 SEPERRI DAUGAVPILS LATVIA
301 SLONIMTZIK VILNIUS LITHUANIA 1860's

318 SPITZER BUDAPEST HUNGARY 1860's

316 STEINITZ CZESTOCHOWA POLAND 1860's

453 STOLIK LUBLIN POLAND 1848+

453 STOLIK SEROKOMLA POLAND 1880-1920

453 STOLIK DOBRE POLAND Up to 1942

-270 SUSMAN HAMBURG GERMANY
270 SUSMAN HOBART AUSTRALIA
453 SZCZECINIARZ LUBLIN POLAND Up to 1946

453 SZCZECINIARZ, KOCK POLAND
453 SZCZECINIARZ SEROKOMLA POLAND

453 SZPAJZER FIRLEJ POLAND Up to 1940's

449 SZUSTER ZAMBROW POLAND Up to 1920's

449 SZUSTER JABLONKA POLAND

39 TRAURIG STARA LUBOVNA SLOVAKIA
450 WALD HUNGARY
317 WICHS WIEN AUSTRIA

The Elusive Ancestor
I went searching for an ancestor, 1 cannot find him still.
He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will.
He married where a courthouse burned, he mended all his fences.
He avoided any man who came to take the Census.

He always kept his luggage packed, this man who had no fame,
And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name.
His parents came from Europe. They should be on some list
Ofpassengers to Australia, but somehow they got missed.

No one else in this whole world is searching for this man.
So, I play genealogy solitaire to find him if I can.
I'm told he's buried in a plot, with a tombstone he was blessed;
But the weather took engraving, and some vandals took the rest.

He died before the county clerks recorded all their data
No family story has emerged, as if it didn't matter.
To top it off, this ancestor who caused my mournful groan,
Gave me another pain to bear, he wed a girl named COHEN!

Author Unknown. from Mel Oshins, meloshins@aol.com7 from "Mishpacha Quest",.JGS of Connecticut, USA
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Names being researched by our new members

Id Surname

301 ABRAMS
449 ARYAN
271 BENDARLI
450 BENJAMIN
450 BENJAMIN
454 BENJAMIN
451 BERGMAN
445 BERLINER
450 BIENER
450 BLEIER
455 BLOOMFIELD
455 BLOOMFIELD
450 BREUER
39 BRUNNER
316 CIDDOR
441 COHEN
451 COHEN
316 COHEN
316 COHEN
316 COHEN
450 DAVID
450 ELSZASZ,
422 FELDHEIM
453 GAJERMAN
453 GAJERMAN
450 GATTON
450 GATTON
441 GELUDA
441 GILDAR
39 GOLDFINGER
450 GYOZO
450 HIRCHNER
450 ISAACS
454 KLIPPEL
450 KOHN
270 LEVINSON
270 LEVINSON
441 LIBCHABER
441 LIEBHABER
317 LOWENSTEIN
318 MANDEL
441 MANDESHITZSKY
450 MELLINGER
441 MIEDZYRECHI
450 MINNY
450 MINNY

Town

NEW YORK
RADOSHKOVICHI
PARIS

TELSIAI
LONDON
WARSZAWA

BUDAPEST
BRISBANE
LONDON
OZORA
WIEN
ANY
KOLO
DAUGAVPILS
CZESTOCHOWA
LONDON
DUBLIN

KRAJENKA
LUBLIN
SEROKOMLA

PRZASNYSZ
ANY
WIEN
BUDAPEST
BUDAPEST

BRODY
BUDAPEST
POZNAN
BALLARAT
GNIEWOSZOW
GNEWOSZOW
DRESDEN
BUDAPEST
KALUSZYN

KALUSZYN

June, 1999

Country Dates

USA 1800's

BELARUS 1800's

FRANCE 1800's

CHINA 1800's

INDIA c.1850

LITHUANIA ¢.1850

ENGLAND
POLAND
ROMANIA
HUNGARY
AUSTRALIA
ENGLAND
HUNGARY
AUSTRIA
LITHUANIA 1850-1950

POLAND Up to 1939

LATVIA Up to 1939

POLAND Up to 1939

ENGLAND
IRELAND 1900+

CHINA 1800-1900

SLOVAKIA/HUNGARY
POLAND
POLAND
POLAND Up to 1950

CHINA Up to 1950

IRAQ Up to 1950

POLAND
USA Up to 1950

AUSTRIA Up to 1950

HUNGARY Up to 1950

HUNGARY Up to 1950

CHINA 1800-1950

UKRAINE Up to 1850

HUNGARY Up to 1900

POLAND Up to 1950

AUSTRALIA Up to 1950

POLAND Up to 1900

POLAND Up to 1900

GERMANY Up to 1950

HUNGARY Up to 1950

POLAND Up to1900

HUNGARY Up to 1950

POLAND
CHINA
SPAIN/PORTUGAL
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